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substitute for professional medical advice. Families are encouraged to discuss the information 
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Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a group of developmental disabilities that can 
cause significant social, communication, and behavioral challenges. 
 

 
ñAutism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a complex developmental disability; signs 
typically appear during early childhood and affect a personõs ability to 
communicate and interact with others. ASD is defined by a certain set of 
behaviors and is a òspectrum conditionó that affects individuals differently 
and to varying degrees. There is no known single cause of autism, but 
increased awareness and early diagnosis/intervention and access to 

appropriate services/supports lead to significantly improved outcomes. Some 
of the behaviors associated with autism include delayed learning of language; 
difficulty making eye contact or holding a conversation; difficulty with 
executive functioning, which relates to reasoning and planning; narrow, 

intense interests; poor motor skills and sensory sensitivities. Again, a person on 
the spectrum might follow many of these behaviors or just a few, or many 
others besides. The diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder is applied based on 

analysis of all behaviors and their severity.ó 
 

-The National Autism Society: autism-society.org/what-is/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is an Autism Spectrum Disorder? 

http://www.autism-society.org/what-is/
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Specialty Health Services 

For nearly all children on the autism spectrum,  
evaluation by an experienced team of  
professionals is necessary for an accurate  
diagnosis and optimal treatment plan. Families  
are essential partners to the team, as they are  
the principle caregivers and center of strength  
and support for children. 

Altruôs Pediatric Developmental Clinic 

Diagnostic Clinics 

Anne Carlsen Center 

Jamestown 
701 3rd St. NW  
Jamestown, N.D. 58402                                         
Phone: 701-751-2315                                            
Phone: 800-568-5175 

The Anne Carlsen Center provides a thorough evaluation for families seeking to          
determine if their child meets criteria for ASD. The diagnostic team includes a             
pediatrician, behavior support coordinator, occupational therapist, and speech 
language pathologist. The evaluation is conducted in a clinical setting utilizing 
formal and informal assessment tools. Clinics are held twice monthly in  
Jamestown at the Anne Carlsen Center; each child is typically seen over the 
course of half of a day. Family members are present during the evaluation to  
answer questions and offer insight. Families meet with the team that same day to 
discuss results. For more information, visit annecarlsen.org. 

This clinic serves children considered to be at risk for developmental issues.  
Located in Altruõs Main Clinic, the Pediatric Developmental Clinic integrates  
physical and occupational therapy screenings, as well as nutrition services with 
the childõs physician appointment. Together, the team determines if the child has 
a need for additional services.  
 
Grand Forks 
1000 South Columbia Road 
Grand Forks, N.D. 58201 
Phone: 701-780-2477  
altru.org/services/pediatrics/therapy
 

https://annecarlsen.org/
https://www.altru.org/services/pediatrics/therapy/
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Special Health Services (SHS) supports autism clinics in Williston and Minot. 
The purpose of these clinics is to provide diagnostic services, including  
screening and follow-up services, to referred children following the best  
practice interdisciplinary model. Referrals most often are made by local  
providers, but can also be made by  families. Children are screened at the clinic 
in an arena-style format. In this environment, the interdisciplinary team works 
in one room with the family present to perform screening and provide  
recommendations to the family. The sites for the ASD clinics are listed below: 

 
                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Great Plains Interdisciplinary Autism  Diagnostic Clinic (GPIC) 

Neuropsychology Associates, P.A. 

Williston 
Northwest Human Service Center  
316 2nd Ave. W.  
Williston, N.D. 58801 
Phone: 701-858-3286  

Minot 
Minot State University Campus                               
500 University Ave. W.                                            
Minot, N.D. 58707                                                     
Phone: 701-858-3286  

Belcourt 
Turtle Mountain Head Start 
1010 Carole James Street 
Belcourt, N.D. 58316 
Phone: 701-858-3286  

GPICõs Family Support Specialist  
Phone: 701-858-3286  
 

Pediatric Therapy Partners Neurobehavioral Health 

Pediatric Therapy Partners Neurobehavioral Health is a group of pediatric  
professionals specializing in neurobehavioral, mental health, occupational, 
physical and speech-language services from birth through adolescents. For 
more information, visit pediatrictherapypartners.com/neurobehavioral-health. 
 

Fargo 
3060 Frontier Way S. 
Fargo, N.D. 58104 
Phone: 701-232-2340 or 888-875-
5262  

Neuropsychology Associates, P.A. provides comprehensive  
neuropsychological services across the lifespan including neuropsychological 
assessment of children, adolescents, and adults with a wide range of medical, 
developmental, cognitive, and behavioral disorders. For more information, visit  
neuropsychnd.com. 

Fargo 
1220 Main Ave., Suite 100 
Fargo, N.D. 58103 
Phone: 701-297-7588 

Bismarck 
4501 Coleman St. N., Suite  103 
Bismarck, N.D. 58503 
Phone: 701-751-6336 or 888-875-5262 

http://pediatrictherapypartners.com/neurobehavioral-health
http://neuropsychnd.com/
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This clinic is held several times per year and features a multidisciplinary team 
that eliminates the need for parents to attend multiple appointments on 
different days. Parents and providers who have concerns regarding a childõs 
development have access to the screening clinic at no cost.  
 
Altruõs Rehab Autism Diagnostic Clinic 
1300 Columbia Road S. 
Grand Forks, N.D. 58201 
Phone: 701-780-2481  

 
 
 
 
 

Altruôs Rehab Autism Diagnostic Clinic (Grand Forks) 

Sanford Healthôs Pediatric Developmental Evaluation Clinic 

This clinic is for any child (age 6 months and older) warranting a full  
developmental assessment. Each child is evaluated by a speech therapist,  
occupational therapist, pediatrician, psychologist, and dietician. Families are also 
seen by a medical social worker and a registered nurse. Diagnosis of an ASD  
facilitates at least one follow-up visit with the child and family. These visits are  
intended to monitor the childõs progress and ensure that appropriate services are 
in place for the child and family.  
 
Fargo 
Sanford Healthõs Coordinated Treatment Center  
 
Phone: 701-234-6600 or 800-828-2901 
 
For more information about ASD clinics,                                                                           
review the following link: https://www.health.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/
Files/HSC/SHS/SHS_Clinic_Directory.pdf?ver=2 
                                                                           


